Mara Schiffren

2/06/05

THE MISTAKE

Part IV: The Book of Life

Chapter XXXII: Interludes

Mention in chapter XXX and again here that the governor has been off recruiting for the army in Sicily, the auxiliary army.  Several thousand.    

Chapter XXXII: Scene 1: [All scenes in this chapter Marcus’ POV to show his heightened isolation and alienation.]  Marcus breaks into the house, climbs up the balustrade and over to find out what happened.  Julius breaks the news of Jonathan’s death to Marcus.  Julius has sent Dorys away by now, permanently.  

What happens between the father and son at this point?  Stoical, Marcus is blind with grief and emptiness. Julius, no longer blind, absolves Marcus of his promise.  Marcus leaves his father and goes back to his enclave/cave? or some other hideaway?  He blames himself for Jonathan’s death, for not being a pure warrior.  

Scene 2:  Miriame arrives on the scene, and goes to Julius to ask about Marcus, since he’s the only one she can find.  He thinks she is asking about Jonathan’s and tells her about his death.  

Scene 3: Sitting alone, Marcus can’t deal with living in the moment and seeks an escape.  He causes himself to go into a trance state to attain a mystical vision.  But he has not prepared himself ritualistically for this.  He has not taken a mikveh.  He is also spiritually unclean from his sins with Devorah.  In a vision, Jonathan’s death replays before his eyes overlaid with visions of sex with Devorah (sex as death, death as sex, sex as the little death imagery).  He sees his own exile and something hinting at the exile of Israel, before an angel expels him decisively from heaven.  The vision freaks him out totally.  He relieves his state of mind afterward by visiting a brothel.  This becomes bruited about due to JH, who spreads the rumour that Marcus is celebrating his uncle’s death.  

Scene 4: Once again, Marcus’ meeting with his father is misinterpreted as playing an underhanded game, this time he is blamed for colluding on Jonathan’s death.  He laughs when he hears the charge, because it is so absurd and ironic and horrible.  Marcus’ is exiled (Is he excommunicated?).  Scene back at the army.  He’s too depressed, not fitting in.  Meeting with Shimon.  Maybe some skirmishes.   

Scene 5: At this point, M is too frozen to feel anything.  It is winter.  He heads north to the hills, to some family property he lived in for a short time in his youth.  He reflects ironically that Jonathan also went through a period of exile.  He starts laughing out loud.  Does Marcus visit Devorah on the way up?  Or does he only long to and doesn’t because he thinks it is selfish?  Or does he spy on her or something like that?   

There were moments when everything in Devorah’s life still felt mundane to her, as though the momentous thing she had done changed nothing.  Other times, she would wake at night, eyes peeled, knowing sleep would remain elusive for hours or even days, staring around her at the walls of the dark abyss she was falling into, at the enormous gaping hole eating up her life.  And she couldn’t believe she had walked into its gaping maw so recklessly.  How had she calmly breached a barricade that would have been unthinkable to her even fifteen minutes before she acted.  

As the Greeks remind us, pride can lead to hubris and then to Nemesis — on its tragic and ultimate rendezvous with ruin.
For there is justice in the claim that steadfastness in his country's battles should be as a cloak to cover a man's other imperfections; since the good action has blotted out the bad, and his merit as a citizen more than outweighed his demerits as an individual.  – Thucydides.  
Soldiering, the downward path to wisdom
There is one tactical principal which is not subject to change.  It is to use the means at hand to inflict the maximum amount of wounds, death and destruction on the enemy in the minimum amount of time.  General George S. Patton Jr.
Life is warfare. 

Lucius Annaeus Seneca
March to the battlefield, The foe is now before us; Each heart is Freedom's shield, And heaven is shining o'er us. 

Lucius Annaeus Seneca
Most powerful is he who has himself in his own power. 

Lucius Annaeus Seneca  

Night brings our troubles to the light, rather than banishes them. 

Lucius Annaeus Seneca  

No evil propensity of the human heart is so powerful that it may not be subdued by discipline. 

Lucius Annaeus Seneca  

No man was ever wise by chance. 

Lucius Annaeus Seneca  

Wisdom does not show itself so much in precept as in life - in firmness of mind and a mastery of appetite. It teaches us to do as well as to talk; and to make our words and actions all of a color. 

Lucius Annaeus Seneca  

